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This is VaughnCrawford's last report from the field. It describes 
the final activities of the Joint Iraq Surface Survey, and summar- 
izes briefly some of its more important results, Many a future 
excavator will be grateful to Bob Adams and Vaughn Crawford, par- 
ticularly for that big 1:50,000 map and its appreximately 1800"big 
red dats," 


S. N. K. 


On Maréh 1 we took our final compass bearings but collected no 
Sherds because none we saw fell within our time range. Since then 
our maps have been brought completely up-to-date, The site and 
pottery analysis sheets and our sherd collections have been phata- 
graphed, the negatives developed, and prints made, The large 
1:50,000 map which is one of the chief results of our season's work 
has also been photographed as a safety measure. “hat a tragedy it 
would be to lose the map beyond reconstruction! The equipment bar- 
rowed from the Joint Expedition to Nippur has been returned to the 
stcrehouse near that ancient holy city. The sherds and sther items 
to be shipped home have been packed. The Department of Antiquities 
has placed its seal upon the sherds thus giving its approval for 
their export, Today, inshallah, we hope to place the whole lot in 
the hands of the local clearing and shipping agent. Our air reser- 
vations for departure are now in order. Yes, our field work is 


finished, Thé next big task will be the publication of the sea~ 
son's resultse 





It has been a busy five months, We have spared no effort to visit 
as many ancient tells as possible. The number of such mounds is no 
longer clear in my mind. The last I knew it had reached seme 
1,500. Perhaps 1,800 would not be far wrong for the final count, 
From all this mass we actually gave numbers to 180 sites and made ~ 
sherd collections from almest all of them. Of the 180 tells about 
90 belong to the 01a Babylenian and older periods on back to Ubaid. 
At least 75 of the 90 are mounds which do not appear en any anti- 
quities map. These have, so to speak, been rediscovered, 


It is upon the ninety sites that our recovery sf the courses of the 
ancient waterways--rivers and canals--and of settlement patterns de- 
pends, The reconstruction that we see is complicated by the many 
Cifferent periods of time involved, If all our tells belonged t* 4 
Single age, it would be possible even in this newsletter to present 
& Simplified map of our findings. As matters stand, however, our 
results can be shown clearly neither on a small map ner adequately 
described in a few words; Only-the maps and text of an extensive 
finesl report can do thate 
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To us it seems that we have dealt almost completely with the ancient 
courses of the Euphrates, a river whose path has often changed. One 
line of this historic waterway goes from Sippar to Kish to Marad. 

A second one runs from Tell ed-Deir to Nippur. The former course 
includes about 20 sites and the latter in some fashion and at one 
time or another takes in most of the 70 remaining tells. To give 
names or locations of intermediate sites on either of these lines 
would mean nothing without an adequate map. So far as we know we 
have no connection with the Tigris. The Dijlah, however, offers an 
attractive solution to some of the questions which will face us in 
the preparation of our final report, How enlightening it would be 
for us to know more about the ancient behavior of the Tigrist 


On the north our effective boundary is the Baghdad-Fallujah road,al- 
though we have not gone as far west as Fallujah itself. Our area 
then extends south between the rivers to the present Shatt en-Nil 
which flows on a@ west-east line just a few miles north of Hillah, 
Kish itseif lies on this line. Our coverage between the Fallujah 
road and the Shatt en-Nil has been extensive. South of the Shatt en- 
Nil, however, time limitations forced us to pursue two very narrow 
lines pointing like fingers,one from Kish to ancient Marad, now split 
by the railroad north of Diwaniyah, and the other from Tell Khfei 
(Nos 105), 18 miles due east of Kish, and going to Nippur. The dis- 
tance from the Fallujah road to Marad and Nippur is approximately 

100 miles, It took us 99 days in the field to cover this territory. 
“nile a systematic archaeological survey of southern Iraq is by no 
means complete, the 1956-57 ISS has made a véry substantial contri- 
bution toward the achievement of such a goal, 


Tith the general results of the season's campaign behind, some report 
is in order concerning our trips into the field between the end of 
January and the beginning of March. On January 28 we went to 
Suwairah on the Tigris to work in en area west of theree ‘Je had a 
room with a fireplace in one of the offices of the belediyah. During 
our eight days there we added twenty site numbers to the total which 
finally reached 180 for the season. This region, therefore, was 
quite productive, In fact, each of the last four tells we saw in 

the area belonged to our time rangee One of these, Slei'Hamra 


(Noe 160) was a purély Ubaid site. Bob even found 4 complete clay 
celt on its surface. 


Our next trip out took us still another time to Hillah’where we 
spent the first night in the home of Yasin, our driver. It was there 
that we ate the best cooked rice we had all winter. A second night 
we stayed at the mission in Hillah, our first base last fall, and 
then we went out along the Shatt en-Nil to the edge of the jezirah 
where we put up at the calat of Sheikh Hamdan. Fwom this point we 
pursued the eastern most course of the ancient Euphrates from our 
site No. 105 to the southeast. One mound, Noe 169, proved to be a 
real find. Due to shifting dunes at the time our Arabic map had 
been made, it did not appear on the map in any fashion. Having 
pressed this line as far as we could from the north, we went south 
to Daghghareh and thence to the small madhif of Salman Hadi, an 
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antiquities guard, guide, and hunter of repute. From this base near 
Ishan Abu Salabikh we completed the Tell ed-Deir to Nippur line. 

Abu Salabikh impressed me even more than it had last season when I 
was at Nippur. Timewise it falls into the same category with Uqair 
and Jemdet Nasr. It is far larger than either of these, however, 

far larger than both of them put together for that matter. Abu 
Salabikh was not just a town but rather a big city in Ubaid-=arly 
Dynastic times. An extensive series of campaigns at this magnificent 
early site would almost certainly yield valuable results. 


Once more we went forth from Baghdad to Hashamiyah whence we visited 
Marad, our No. 178, and added only one other tell of any importance, 
Tell Zein al-Abadin, to the Kish to Marad stretch, Sites are unus- 
ually sparse in that region. 


February 28 and March 1 we worked from here bringing our line up to 
the Baghdad=Fallujah road, 


Now for a bit of archaeological news from other expeditions before 
pulling down the ourtain, The German dig at \Warka will close a 
successful season at ‘Jarka on March 15. The work there, of course, 
is under the able direction of our host, Professor Lenzen. The 
British led by Professor Mallowan resumed their labors at Nimrud and 
Balawat earlier this month. Their staff is complemented by three 
Danish Colleagues, Dre J. Laessoe and the Mogens Friis, a husband 
and wife architect team. When the season is completed at Nimrud and 
Balawat, the Danes with Professor Harald Ingholt as field director 
will undertake a campaign of three months or so at a still undeter- 
mined site in the Dokan region. The Japanese are back at Tell 


eth-Thalathat and the Ralph Solecks are again working at Shanidar 
CAV6.e 


On March 24 His Majesty Feisal II has consented to participate in a 
foundation stone ceremony for the new Iraq Museum. Much work has 
already been done and steady progress is being made, so we may look 
forward to the new museum with confidence. 


Dr. Edmond Sollberger of Geneva has completed a visit to Iraq and to 
other points in the Near East. Professor Arvid S. Kapelrud from 
Oslo is now at ‘Warka and will conclude his stay here in little more 
than a week with a visit to Nimrud. 


This letter marks the end of my reports from the field for the 
ISS 1956-57 seasone 


So long from Baghdadl 


Vaughn E, Crawford 
Director of the Baghdad School 
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